(1Tt P i & (s
THHIR E Pl A 71 7 OMEPEICONT

B =

The serious accident of the Fukushima Dai-ichi Nuclear Power Plant on
11 March 2011 has a large impact on the Japan’s overall energy policy as
well as the disaster prevention countermeasures and challenges the role of
news media and journalism in risk communication. Journalists could not
come closer to the accident site in order to avoid possible exposure to high
doses of radiation from the nuclear power plant. As a result, available
information source to get detail pictures of the accident was extremely
limited. A variety of technical jargons in the field of the nuclear power
engineering also made it very difficult to perform investigative journalism.
These factors forced news media to be heavily dependent on press
releases from the Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO) and the
Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency (NISA) as news source. This creates
virulent impression that mainstream news media are a conduit for the
agenda of the society’s elites and do not report the truth, leading to media
distrust of the public. Recently, text files which a taped interview in the
press conferences of TEPCO and NISA on March 2011 is transcribed into
become exhibited on the web site: FUKUSHIMA STUDY. These enable us
to investigate rigorously what kinds of stories were released to news
media by TEPCO and NISA in times of the crisis and verify whether
news media quoted their statements critically or servilely. The goal of this
study is to quantitatively reveal what kind of stories were presented in
both press conferences and measure the similarity in the time-series varia-
tion between newspaper coverage and press releases, using the Latent
Dirichlet Allocation method. It is shown that TEPCO and NISA offered
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massive amount of information related to the Fukushima nuclear accident
to news media. We also find that the contents of newspaper coverage
widely range from the nuclear accident to disaster victim stories and news
media rely largely on the powerful sources in reporting the accident.
These findings would be fundamental to appreciate an interaction between

news media and sources after the Fukushima nuclear accident.
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HEA REBEASIVRREORESRBEFNHEEROBREIL

Ka: TWREBNBLIOREROLERRBETMORLELZOHZE. 4H 1 HOHES
A A P S ARVAL S XIS R B

H Rl PR AL

3 A12H 9 7 8
3JJ13H 3 6 36
3 H14H 13 4 41
3 A15H 8 2 73
3J116H 5 3 11
3A17H 5 3 110
3 118H 5 2 112
3JJ19H 3 4 11
3 H20H 4 3 79
3 A21H 4 3 62
3 J122H 9 3 91
3 H23H 7 4 102
3 H24H 7 3 109
3 J125H 6 4 115
3 H26H 4 3 109
3 A27H 9 2 58
3 J128H 7 3 91
3 H29H 5 4 114
3 A30H 4 2 108
3J131H 4 0 101
4H1H 120

ot 121 65 1861




